
MINUT~S OF A SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Torrance, California 
F~bruary 13, 1931. 

A special m'leting of the City Council of the City of TorrancE', 
called for the purpose of considering th", adoption of a Re.solution 
to the Board of Supervisors of Los Angeles County, in regard to th'l 
unemployment situation, was held in the Council Chambers at Torrance, 
California, February 13th., 1931, and was called to order at 9:30 
A. M. by Mayor Dennis, who stated that all Councilmen had been 
served with written notice of the meeting and had acknowledged 
receipt of such notice more than three hours prior to the time set 
for the meeting. 

The following Trustees were present: Trustees: Bell, Nelson, 
Smith, Steiner and Dennis. 

Absent: Trustees: None. 

There was a general discussion as to what streets would be 
improved and the various work to be dono if an allocation of funds 
was s'lcured from the County to h"lp the unemployment situation hf"re 
in 'l'orrance. 

Attorney Briney read: 
RESOLUTION NO. 487. 

RESPECTING COUN1Y AID FOR CERTAIN STRTET IMPROVEMENTS. 

Trustee Nelson moved that Resolution No. 487 be adopted. 
Trustee Smith seconded the motion, which was duly carried by 

the following roll oal1 vote: 
4YES: TRUSTEES: Bell, Nelson, Smith, Steiner and Dennis. 
NOES: " None. 
ABSENT: n Non9. 

Trustee Smith told the Council that he would be glad to. 
deliVer a copy of the above Resolution to the Board of Supervisors 
MondllY, February 16th., 1931, so they might aot on it immediately. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 A. M. 

Approved: 

$h.~ Torrence. 

MINUTES OF THE R~GU1AR MEETING 
OF THF CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRA~ICE. 

Torrance, California 
February 17, 1931. 

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Torrance, was held in the Coune n Chambers at Torrance , California, 
February 17th., 1931, and was oal1ed to order at 7:45 P. M. by 
Mayor Dennis. 

Thl> following Trustees were pr"sent:Trustees: Bl>ll, Nelson; 
Smith, Steiner and Dennis. 

Absent: Trustoes: None. 

Trustee Nplson asked that the following correotion be made in 
the minutes of February 9th., 1931, "After much discussion Trustee 
Nelson stated that th" difforonce of 1% in the inter"st rate on the 
entire iS6U" of $400,000.00 bonds would amount to $88,000.00 during 
the life of bonds; this amount plus attorneys' fees of $7,500.00 

( 
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Attorney Briney gave the final reading of: 

ORDINANCE NO. 21~ 

RE~ZONING OF LOT 13, BLOCK 1, TORRANCE TRACT, FROM BUSINESS 
DISTRICT CLASS 3, TO BUSINESS DISTRICT CLASS 6. 

Trustee Steiner moved that Ordinance No. 213 be adopted for its 
final reading. 

Trustee Nelson seconded the motion. which was duly carried by the 
/ following roll call vote: 

AYES: TRUSTEES: Bell, Nelson, Smith, Steiner and Dennis. 
NOES: " None. 
ABSENT: " None. 

Attorney Briney gave the final reading of: 

ORBINANQ'R NO. 216. 

AN ORDINANC'R PROHIBITING THE POSSESSION OF FIRE ARMS, ETC, 
BY MINORS. 

Trustee Steiner moved that Ordi.~ance No. 216 be adopted for its 
final reading. 

Trustee Smith seconded the motion, which was duly carried by the 
following roll call vote: 

AYES: TRUSTEES: Bell, Nelson, Smith, Steiner and Dennis. 
NOES: " None. 
ABSENT: " None. 

The final reading of Ordinance "No. 213, "An Ordinance Fixing 
Rules Rl'!garding Organization of Fire Department in the City of :rorranoe," 
was laid over till the next regular meeting. 

Trustee Smith reported that the Committee has no'!; ~een very 
successful in getting inhalator signals, but last night the whistle 
signal used for fires in the faotory at the Union Tool Company was 
tried and proved sufficiently loud to warrant a demonstration at the 
Fire House of a whistle of a similar oharacter. 

Attorney Briney stated that there was nothing to report on the X 
water suit until after the two we~ks tim~ which was granted the Water 
Company to consider the offer made by tbe City, February 9th., 1931. 

Trustee Nelson reported that the propOSition of the city taking 
out publio liability insurance which was deferred for oonsideration 
had been investigated, and the Committee prefers to look into other 
lines before definitely deoiding. Allso the Committee .Jleemedi t 
exorbitant for a City of this size to go into, but the investigation 
has lead them to the point that they desire to inquire from various 
Insuranoe Oompanies and other lines and Wish to temporarily defer 

'action on the matter. 

Trustee Nelson inquired if tbe Oity had ever heard from the Paoific 
Eleotric Railway Company with reference to the extension of their line 
slopg Redondo Bo~levard. Engineer Leonard replied that the only word 
th,t had been reoei ved from them was a. request for a oopy of the Coune 11 
prooeedings referring to the above matter, whioh has been sent to them. 

Engineer Leonard asked the Counoil whether or not the C111ys 
oompensation would oover the emergenoy work. 

~yor Dennis stated that he believed it would. 

Attorney Briney Itated that be hadinothilllg tor.i'eport with referenoe 
to the extension of Prairie Avenue. 

Oral oommunications were next in order. 
Mr. 'Bolton fram the D. & M. Machine Works stated that the Railroad 

Oommission .&llted $260.00 to grant the Pacific Eleotric permission to 
eross over the oi tys 19 feet of groundl. in order to install· a spur 
traok. They would like to get permission without havttlg:' to pay this 
$250.00 if possible. 

Engineer Leonard informed Mr. Dolton that this would have to be 
taken up with the Dominguez Land Corporation as the land upon which the 



hO 

tog~thAr with $5000.00 deduction for material on hand by water 
company, woa1d be a grand total of $100,500.00. .' 

Deduotin~ 1100,500.00 from price of $150,000.00 would leave 
a balance of $49,500.00 the net cost of the entire water plant 
to the oity. . 

Trustee Steiner moved that the minutes of the regular meeting 
of February 3rd., 1931, the minutf3s of thFl Special Meeting of 
February 9th., 1931, after the above correction, and the minutes 
of th"l Spl'cial meeting of February 13th., 1931, all be adopted. . 

Trustee ~ell seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett read a communication from the League of California 
Munioipalities, under date of February 12th., 1931, a4dressed to the 
Honorable City Counoil, asking support of Senate ~ill No. 126, a 
new "recall" law introduc"d oy Senator Harper at request of the League. 

Truste o Steiner moved that the City Clerk be instructed to urg~ 
our Senator to pass this bill. 

Trustee Smith seconded the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett read a communication from the Mayor of the City 
of Huntington Park, addressed to the Honorable John Dennis, Mayor, 
under date of February 14th., 1931, inviting the Council to attend 
a meeting ~at 6510 Pacific Boulevard, Huntington Park, on February 
20th., 1931, for the purpos" of forming an aSSOCiation of Mayors 
and Councilmen of Los Allg'!les County. 

Mayor Dennis statl'ld to the Council that a met:'ting had been held 
in Inglewood sOmFtim'! ago for the purpose of perfecting this organi
sation and that this meeting was undoubtedly following up the original 
proposal. 

It was decided that as many councilmen go, as possible. 

Engineer Leonard stated that a permit to establish a h~g ranch 
south of Redondo·Riverside Road west of Redondo street had been 
aslted. That the location would bl"about 300 feet from the boulevard 
and that he had taken the matter up with the Oounty Health Officer 
who stated that their polioy was to discourage location of hog . 
ranohes in any residential section. 

The applioant Mr. John Fortuny stated that the closest residents 
was about 1000 feet from the proposed location and that he did not
propose to start a large hog ranoh. 

Trustee Steiner moved that a temporary permit be granted provid. 
ing he doeS not keep in eXcess of twenty-five in number, and not 
oloser than 100 feet from the highway. 

Trustee Bell seoonded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

Engineer Leonard stated that another request had been reoeived 
from the Planning CBmGission of R.dondo Beaoh asking whether there 
was any objection on the part of the Oity of Torrance to the grant
ing by the City of Redondo ~f a permit for raising hogs on Lot 12, 
Mc Donald TraotadJ oining 1Il1 JI140 :, on the north. 

: '" Trustee Steiner moved that th'l City Clerk notify the Planning 
Commission of Redondo Beaoh that we haVe no objeotions to a permit 
being granted for said hog farm. 

Trustee Smith seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously • 

.1 Resolution and lette~ from the i. City' ·of ~ Ban Jacinto was· again 
broaght ,up. This Resolutionaslte .dassistanoe · in an effort;,to prevent 
the marketing of mUIt '.produoednorth of the Tehachapi in oompet1:t1ong 
w.1ththat ' produced in 30uthern ~ Cal1fornla. ~~c, 

Trustee Steiner moved that this Resolution and letter Ie filed. 
Trustee Smith seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

With reference to petition from people in Mo Donald Traot asking 
for police protection whioh was referred to this meeting. Trustee 
Smith stated that the Chief of POlic;e and Committee had investigated 
the situation. 

Trustee Smith moved that Mr. M. O. Sullivan be aPPOinted as 
permanent policeman on part time salary of $60.00 per month for the 
Mo Donald Traot. . . 

Trustee Bell seoonded the motion, which was duly carried by the 
following roll oa11 vote: . . , 

AYES: TRUSTEF,S: Bell, Nelson, Smith, Steiner and Dennis. 
NOES: " Bone. 
ABSENT: " Bone. 



traok would be built has not been deeded to the City of Torranoe. 
Mr. Don lindley from the audience stated that this strip of land 

had not been turned over to the City beoause it had been reserved for 
a loading track to Serve the lots adjoining and was not intended as a 
publio alley, however, the Dominguez Land Corporation desires to 00-
operatean4 .they would grant the Pacific Electric a right-of-way over 
this property. 

Mr. Carl Hyde from the audienca stated that the Torrance Hospital 
Assooiatio~ has been having the various emergency cases brought there 
for first aid treatm"lnt and most of the burden has been imposed on the 
Assoc!ation whioh they have no way of 'un1oadin8. The <Chamber of Commerol' 
have been .trying to get a contract with the Los Angeles .Hospital AS80cia
tion to ta~e oare of emergency first aid oases tha t happen ,in County 
territory and are brought to Torrance Hospital for emergency treatment. 
lIr.Hyde asked that a letter be addressed to Dr. Wood. General Supt. 
of the Los Angeles Hospital, c/o Dr. J. L. Pomeroy. requ/lsting the 
County to reimburse the hospital of the expense. 

Trustee Smith moved that the City Clerk be instructed to write a 
letter to Dr. Wood, General Superintendent of the Los Angeles General 
Hospital, % Dr. J. L. Pomeroy, informing them of the, present arrange-
ment between the City of Torranoe and the Jared Sydney TorranoeMemorial 
Hospital for the oare of emergency oaSeS and request of him that the 
County of Los Angeles make similar arrangements for theeare of emergency 
cases arising outside the City limits of Torrance where persons are 
brought into such hospital from County territory for emergency treatment, 

TrustM 13elleeconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. lIc Cabe from the audienoe asked if the petition for north 
Lomita annexation was still alive. 

Attorney 13riney stated that this could be brought up again by 
motion of any oounci1man. 

Trustee Smith reported on securing funds for the unemployment 
Situation, stating that Carl Hyde and he had succeeded in securing an 
al1048tlon of $16,000.00 from the 136ard of S~pervisors to be used for 
the 'employment of labor on various street proJeots. That thi's 
matter would be handled through the regular department of which Trustee 
Steiner is chairman, and that the registrars at the Chamber of Commeroe 
will contaot those who have applied for work and th, re8porisib,~li ty to 
decides:s to the need:)of theBe oases will be determined by those in 
ohargeof'the relief department at the Chamber. ' 

,t , . 
Trustee Smith stated that they had been accorded every courtesy 

from the ,.Board of Supervisors, in their efforts to secure these funds, 
and moved that a Resolution of appreoiation be adopted and ' sent to the 
130ard of Suparvisors. 

Trustee 13el1 seconded the motion, which was duly carried unanimously. 

Trustee Steiner moved that the street Supt. be authorized to purchase 
one car load of hay. 

Trustee 13e11 seconded the motion, which was duly carried by the 
following roll oall vote: 

.AYES; TRUSTEES: 13ell, Nelson, Smith, Steiner and Dennis~ 
NOES: " None. 
~SENT: It None. 

Trustee Stein"r moved that the Street Supt. be authorized to purchase 
and seoure all necessary tools and equipment with whioh to carryon this 
work fQr the unemployment as soon as the $16,000.00 is available. 

~u8tee Smith seconded the motion, which was duly carried by the 
-following roll oall vote: 

AYES: TRUSTEES: 13ell, Nelson, Smith, Steiner and Dennis. 
NOES: " None. 
Al3SENT: It None. 

Trustee Smith moved that all bills, properly 8udi'el),1:M paid. 
Trustee steiner seoonded the motion, which was duly oarried by the 

following roll call vote: 
AYES: TRUSTEES: 13el1, Nelson. S~ith. Steiner and Dennis. 
NOES: " None. 
ABSENT~ It None. 

Tru8te'e Bell moved that the meeting be adjourned to Monday night, 
February 23rd., 1931, at 7:45 p. m. 

Trust.ea Steiner seconded the motion, which .. aco'arried unanimously. 
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The meeting adjourned at 9:10 P. M. 

cIty cieri ot the cIty dt Torranoe. 

Approved: 

&~. ~01'l'ano •• 

MINUTES Ol!' AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MFETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Torranoe, California 
February 23, 1931. 

An adjourned regular meeting of the City Counoil of the City 
of Torranoe was held in the Counoil Chambers at Torranoe, California, 
l!'ebruary 23rd., 1931, and was oalled to order at 7:45 P. M. by Mayor 
Dennis, who stated this meeting was for the purpose of oanvassing 
the returns of the Speoial Eleotion held in the City of Torranoe, 
February 21st., 1931. 

The following Trustees were present: Trustees: Smith, Steiner 
and Dennis. 

Absent: Trustees: Bell and Nelson. 

The Board prooeeded to oanvass returns of Speoial Eleotionof 
February 21st., 1931, after whioh it was moved by Trustee Steiner and 
second.edby Trustee Smith, that this City Counoil does hereby deolare 
that at this meeting it has oanvassed the returns of the Eleotion 
held on the 21st. day of February. 1931. within the City of Torranoe, 
at whioh Eleotion there was submitted to the eleotors of said City 
the following question: "Shall the City of Torranoe be annexed to 
and beoome a part of The Metropolitan Water Distriot of Southern 
California. subject to the terms and oonditions fixed by the Board 
of Direotors of suoh water Distriot as follows: 

That, within one year after the date of filing in the offioe of 
the Seoretary of state of the state of California, of a oertifioate 
of prooeedings for suoh annexation, as provided by law. showing that 
the proposition of suoh annexation has reoeived the affirmative vote 
of a majority of the e1eotors of said oity voting thereon at an 
eleotion duly oa11ed and held for the purpose, said City of Torranoe 
shall pay to the Treasurer of said The Metropolitan Water Distriot 
of Southern California, the sum of $17.000.47 to~ether with interest 
at the rate of three (3) peroentum per annum on $4,559.70 of said 
sum from the 2nd. day of December,1929. and on $4,569.70 of said 
sum from the 28th. day of April, 1930; and on $3,997.94 of said sum, 
or suoh part thereof 8S then remains unpaid, from the 6th. day of 
December, 1930; and on $3,883.13 of said sum, or suoh part thereof 
as then remains unpaid, from the 20th. day of April, 1931, that said 
annexation prooeedings be completed and that said City become a part 
of said District, on or before the 1st. day of March, 1931"1" 

And that suoh City Counoil does find that ther~ were a total of 
(361) votes cast at said Eleotion, that the r~su1t of said e1eotion 
in the various precincts was as fo110W8: 

In Consolidated Precinct A, a total of (155) votes were cast 
of which (131) were in favor of suoh proposition and (24) were 
against such proposition. 

In Consolidated Preoinct B. there were a total of (116) votes 
cast of which (102) Were in favor of suoh proposition and (13) were 
against suoh proposition. 

In Consolidated Precinct C, there were a total of (91) votes 
oast and that (84) were in favor of such propOSition and (7) were 
against such proposition. 

~hat there was a total of (317) votes cast at said Election in 
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